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Gentlemen, 


I  beg  to  present  to  your  Council  my  Report  for  the  year  1919. 


Instructions  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  outline  the  scope  of 
the  report,  and  enumerate  the  subjects  to  be  dealt  with.  Most  of  the 
matters  with  regard  to  which  the  Ministry  require  information  now  were 
dealt  with  at  length  in  a  complete  report  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  in 
the  latter  part  of  last  year,  copies  of  which  were  submitted  to  your 
Council.  This  report  represented  a  full  survey  of  the  Tanfield  district 
as  I  found  it  on  my  return  from  the  Army.  Such  subjects  as : — 


Natural  and  Social  Conditions, 
Water  Supply, 

Milk  Supply, 

Drainage  and  Sewage, 
Scavenging, 

Housing  Conditions , 
Overcrowding, 

New  Housing  Schemes, 
were  reported  upon. 


Fitness  of  Houses  and  Old 
Property, 

Present  Sanitary  Conditions, 
Schools, 

Roads, 

Private  Street  Works, 

Burial  Grounds, 

Lighting,  etc., 


To  avoid  repetition,  therefore  (since  so  short  an  interval  has 
elapsed),  I  do  not  propose  to  include  these  matters  in  this  report. 


Population. 

According  to  the  census  of  1911  the  total  population  of  the 
district  was  10,105.  The  Registrar  General’s  figures  for  the  past  year 
give  the  total  population  to  be  10,081,  and  the  resident  population  9,077 
— the  resident  population  being  civilians  only. 

There  has  been  no  shortage  of  work  at  the  mines  in  the  area, 
and  the  amount  paid  in  poor  law  relief  in  the  year  was  just  under  <£600. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Births. 

During  the  year  1919  there  were  registered  in  the  district  305 
births,  as  compared  with  254,  243,  259,  272  and  337  in  the  years  1918, 
1917,  1916,  1915  and  1914  respectively.  This  gives  a  birth  rate  for  the 
past  year  equal  to  30.25,  which  compares  favourably  with  a  rate  18.5 
per  1,000  population  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales.  The  total 
of  305  births  was  made  up  by  149  males  and  156  females. 
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Deaths. 


Allowing  for  transferable  deaths,  the  total  deaths  belonging  to 

the  district  in  the  past  year  were  146  in  number. 

This  gives  a  death 

rate  equal  to  15.08  per  1,000  resident  population,  as  compared  with  13.8 
per  1,000  for  England  and  Wales.  In  1918  the  total  was  151,  and  the 
death  rate  was  16.19  per  1,000  resident  population. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

37  deaths  (or  25.34  per  cent. 

of  the  total)  occurred  under  the 

age  of  1  year,  in  comparison  with  28 

in  1918,  23 

in  1917,  33  in  1916, 

36  in  1915,  and  56  in  1914.  The  total  for  1919  gives  an  infantile 
mortality  rate  equal  to  121.31  per  1,000  births  registered,  as  against 
rates  of  110.23,  94.65,  127.4,  132.3  and  166.1  in  the  5  preceding  years. 

Included  in  the  total  for  the  past  year 

are  9  deaths  (24.3  per  cent.)  due 

to  immaturity,  and  8  deaths  (21.6  per  cent.)  due  to  respiratory  diseases. 

The  following  table  compares  the  various 

rates  for  the  Tanfield 

Urban  District  with  those  for  the 

County  of 

Durham,  per  1,000 

population  : — 

Birth-rate  ... 

Tanfield. 

30-25 

County. 

22-35 

Death-rate  .... 

15-08 

13-17 

Infantile  Mortality  rate  (per  1,000 
births) .... 

121-31 

113-0 

Zymotic  Death-rate  .... 

1'13 

0-87 

Small-pox  .... 

— 

0-0009 

Scarlet  Fever 

o-io 

0-09 

Diphtheria  .... 

0-10 

0-16 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

0-02 

Measles 

0-31 

0-19 

Whooping  Cough 

010 

0’09 

Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

0-51 

0-307 

Do.  (over  2  years) 

— 

0-108 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

0-31 

0-81 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  .... 

o-io 

? 

Acute  Bespiratory  Diseases 

2-68 

2-5 

Influenza 

1-55 

1*27 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 
Closet  Accommodation. 

During  the  year  B9  midden-privies  have  been  converted  into 
ash-closets  of  a  modern  type,  and  2  were  converted  into  water  closets. 

There  are  now  within  the  area : — 

Water  Closets  ....  201 

Ash  or  Earth  Closets  1,658 

Ashpit  privies  ....  334 

2,193 
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Scavenging. 

This  work  is  being  done  by  contract,  but  has  proved  to  be  very 
unsatisfactory.  The  Council  have  decided  to  purchase  motor  vehicles, 
and  carry  out  the  work  by  direct  labour. 

Sanitary  Inspection. 


Your  Inspector  of  Nuisances 
action  in  the  following  cases  : — 

reports  to 

me  that 

he  has  taken 

No.  of  Informal  No.  of  Formal  No.  of  Nuisances 
Notices.  Notices.  Abated. 

Dwelling  Houses,  foul  conditions  .... 

4 

— 

4 

Do.  structural  defects.. 

31 

5 

— 

Do.  overcrowding 

3 

— 

3 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops.... 

1 

— 

1 

Slaughter-houses 

1 

— 

1 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

42 

9 

31 

Water-closets  .... 

6 

3 

6 

Defective  yard  paving  .... 

4 

— 

4 

Pigsties 

2 

1 

2 

Totals 

94 

18 

52 

The  number  of  houses  disinfected  after  infectious  disease 

was  53. 

Roads  and  Streets. 

Under  the  Private  Street  Works  Act  work  has  been  put  in 
hand  at  Pickering  Nook  and  East  Tanfield.  Work  is  required  at 
Tantobie,  Lintz,  Burnopfield,  White-le-head,  Tanfield  Lea  and  Causey. 

Old  Property. 

Under  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909,  30  houses 
were  reported  as  unfit  for  habitation.  These  were  situated  at  Pickering 
Nook,  Hobson,  Mountsett,  Bellerby’s,  Robson's,  Ashburn’s  and  Tucker’s 
Buildings,  Tantobie,  Friarside,  Burnopfield,  Tanfield  and  Upper  Lintz 
Other  repairs  are  practically  suspended  owing  to  the  difficulty  experi¬ 
enced  in  procuring  labour  and  material. 

Unwholesome  Food. 

During  the  year  1,470  lbs.  of  frozen  beef  were  condemned 
before  being  offered  for  sale. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

322  cases  of  infections  diseases  were  notified  in  1919,  as 
compared  with  172  in  1918,  380  in  1917,  108  in  1916,  143  in  1915  and 
117  in  1914.  The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  cases  notified 


and  compares  1919  with  the  fiv 

e  preceding  years. 

1919 

1918 

1917 

1916 

1915 

1914 

Diphtheria 

10 

5 

13 

15 

21 

27 

Erysipelas 

7 

16 

14 

9 

23 

16 

Scarlet  Fever 

48 

30 

39 

43 

47 

30 

Enteric  Fever  ....  - 

3 

— 

— 

1 

2 

6 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  .... 

4 

1 

2 

1 

— 

4 

Puerperal  Fever  .... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

7 

18 

17 

12 

19 

17 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

12 

19 

26 

21 

30 

17 

Measles 

217 

82 

263 

1 

not  notifiable 

German  Measles  .... 

— 

— 

5 

5 

do. 

Pneumonia 

24 

not  notifiable 

Malaria  .... 

— 

do. 

Dysentery 

— 

do. 

Totals 

332 

172 

380 

108 

143 

117 

Diphtheria. 

The  number  of  cases  reported  in  1919  was  higher  than  the 
previous  year,  but  was  below  the  average  of  the  preceding  5  years. 
The  cases  were  scattered  over  the  whole  year,  January,  April,  July, 
October  and  December  having  1  case  each.  June  had  2,  and 
September  3.  There  was  one  death  from  this  disease,  the  patient 
succumbing  before  removal  to  hospital  could  take  place.  The  other 
9  patients  were  removed  to  hospital.  Three  specimens  were  sent  for 
Bacteriological  Examination,  and  one  of  these  proved  to  be  positive. 

Erysipelas. 

7  cases  were  notified  last  year  as  against  16  in  1918 — the 
total  for  1919  being  less  than  half  of  the  average  number  for  the 
preceding  5  years.  There  were  no  deaths  from  this  disease. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

The  total  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  reported  last  year — 48— is 
the  highest  number  for  the  past  6  years.  The  disease  was  present 
each  month  but  was  most  prevalent  in  November  when  17  cases 
were  notified,  the  last  3  months  of  the  year  accounting  for  58.3  per 
cent,  of  the  total.  There  was  only  one  death,  46  patients  were  removed 
to  hospital,  one  was  isolated  and  one  died  before  removal  could  take 
place. 
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Enteric  Fever. 

There  were  3  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  reported  last  year.  The 
patients  were  all  removed  to  hospital,  and  in  each  case  Bacteriological 
examination  gave  negative  results.  The  cases  were  scattered,  and 
enquiries  could  not  discover  the  source  of  infection.  All  of  the  patients 
recovered. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum, 

4  cases  were  notified  in  1919,  as  compared  with  1  in  1918, 
the  number  for  last  year  being  higher  than  the  average.  Any  case 
reported  which  requires  hospital  treatment  is  removed  whenever 
accommodation  can  be  obtained. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

There  were  no  cases  of  this  disease  reported  in  1919. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

7  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  last  year  in  comparison 
with  18  in  the  previous  year,  and  17,  12,  19  and  17  in  1917,  1916, 1915 
and  1914  respectively.  There  were  3  deaths  during  the  year  as 
against  6  in  1918,  10  in  1917,  8  in  1916  and  8  in  1915.  All  cases  are 
promptly  notified  and  are  sent  to  the  County  Tuberculosis  Dispensary 
at  Stanley. 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis. 

Under  this  heading  the  number  of  cases  notified  also  showed 
a  decrease.  There  were  12  cases  reported  as  compared  with  19,  26,  21, 
30  and  17  in  the  5  preceding  years.  There  was  only  1  death  as  against 
6,  6,  8  and  7  in  1918,  1917,  1916  and  1915  respectively. 

Measles. 

This  disease  was  most  prevalent  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year, 
when  it  almost  assumed  epidemic  form.  There  were  217  cases  notified 
in  1919  in  comparison  with  82  in  1918,  and  263  in  1917.  Measles 
was  reported  in  May  1  case,  June  3,  July  1,  August  3,  September  24, 
October  54,  November  64  and  December  67.  There  were  3  deaths 
from  this  disease,  and  this  represents  1.38  per  cent,  of  the  cases 
attacked. 

Measles  ceased  to  be  a  notifiable  disease  on  December  31st, 

1919. 
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Pneumonia. 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  and  Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia 
became  notifiable  diseases  as  from  March  1st,  1919.  The  number  of 
cases  reported  was  24,  9  of  which  were  Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia. 
The  worst  month  was  March  with  10  cases  (8  of  which  were  Influenzal 
Pneumonia),  April  had  3,  May  1,  July  1,  October  4,  November  1,  and 
December  4.  There  were  lfi  deaths  from  Pneumonia.  Without  doubt, 
in  many  cases  the  cause  is  climatic. 

Malaria. 

This  disease  became  notifiable  on  March  1st,  1919.  No  cases 
were  reported. 

Dysentery. 

This  disease  also  became  notifiable  on  March  1st.  No  cases 
were  reported. 

NON-NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
Whooping  Cough. 

There  was  1  death  from  this  disease  as  compared  with  4  in 
the  previous  year.  Whooping  Cough  has  not  been  very  prevalent,  and 
only  isolated  cases  have  occurred. 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis. 

There  were  5  deaths  in  1919  from  this  cause  as  against  2,  3, 
2,  1  and  15  in  the  years  1918,  1917,  1916,  1915  and  1914  respectively. 
Infantile  Diarrhoea,  though  present  in  the  summer  months,  did  not 
assume  epidemic  form. 

Influenza. 

This  disease  was  very  prevalent  in  the  early  part  of  the  year, 
and  resulted  in  15  deaths. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  Centre  at  Burnopfield  was  open  on  25  days  in  1919  and 
the  total  attendance  was  : — 

Infants  under  1  year  ....  331 

,,  over  ,,  ....  160 

491 

The  number  of  children  on  the  books  at  present  are : — 

Under  1  year  ....  ....  91 

Over  ,,  ....  ....  41 

132 

A  member  of  the  County  Medical  Staff  now  attends  at  each 
fortnightly  meeting  of  the  Centre. 
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SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

Adoptive  and  Local  Acts,  etc. 

The  following  adoptive  Acts,  etc.,  are  in  force  in  this 
district : — 

Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act,  1889. 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Act  Amendment  Act,  1890,  Part  3. 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  189:2. 

Public  Health  Act  Amendment  Act,  1890,  Part  4. 

Public  Health  Act  Amendment  Act,  1907,  Parts  2,  3,  4 
and  5. 

Regulations  with  respect  to  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk- 
shops. 

Bye-Laws. 

Removal  of  House  Refuse. 

Cleansing  of  Earth-closets,  Privies,  Ashpits  and  Cess-pools. 
Nuisances. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

Slaughter  Houses. 

Bacteriological  Examinations. 

During  the  year  3  specimens  were  sent  for  bacteriological 
examination.  They  were  all  from  Diphtheria  suspects,  and  1  proved 
to  be  positive. 

Housing. 

No  plans  for  the  erection  of  dwelling  houses  were  received 
in  1919,  and  no  new  houses  were  built. 

Appendices. 

1. — Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  complaints 


were  made  that  they  are  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

(а)  By  householders  ....  ....  ....  Nil. 

(б)  By  Council  ....  ....  ....  ....  15 

2.  — Action  under  Sec.  17  Housing  Act,  1909. 

( a )  Number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  under  this  section  30 

( b )  Number  of  dwelling  houses  considered  unfit  for  habitation  15 

(c)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  the  defects  in  which  were  remedied 

without  the  making  of  closing  orders  ....  3 

3.  — Action  under  Sec.  28  Housing  Act,  1919. 

(a)  Number  of  orders  for  repairs  issued  ....  ....  Nil. 

( b )  Number  of  cases  in  which  repairs  were  done  by  Local  Authority  Nil. 

(c)  Number  of  houses  voluntarily  closed  on  notice  by  owner 

that  they  could  not  be  made  fit  without  reconstruction  Nil. 
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4.  —Closing  Orders. 

(a)  Number  of  representations  made  to  Local  Authority  with  a 

view  to  the  making  of  closing  orders  ....  12 

( b )  Number  of  closing  orders  made  ....  ....  6 

(c)  Number  of  houses  in  which  closing  orders  were  determined 

on  houses  being  made  tit  for  habitation  ....  3 

5.  — Demolition  Orders. 

(a)  Number  of  demolition  orders  made  ....  ....  Nil. 

( b )  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  orders  Nil. 

6.  — Number  of  houses  demolished  voluntarily....  Nil. 

7.  — Obstructive  buildings  ....  ....  Nil. 

8.  — Staff  engaged  in  housing  work. 

The  Surveyor  to  the  Council  is  in  charge  of  the  Housing 
Schemes,  but  is  provided  with  a  competent  Architect  and  Surveyor. 
The  clerical  work  is  carried  out  by  the  clerk’s  department. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  faithfully, 

E.  BENSON, 

Medical  Officer. 


The  Urban  District  Council, 
Tanfield. 


